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‘Pray 40 Days Journey’ 
aims to address poverty 

Projects aimed at ending genera¬ 
tional poverty are uniting the religious, 
educational and civic communities of 
Limestone County. Dubbed “Pray 40 
Days Journey,” the outreach projects 
led by Friendship United Methodist 
Church will address community needs 
for the nearly 6,000 students living 
below the poverty line in Athens City 
and Limestone County. D1 


RIVERFRONT 


DCS hires contractor 
to help with mowing 

With an expanded footprint and 
concerns about property upkeep, 
Decatur City Schools will for the 
first time in about a decade rely on 
a contractor to help with mowing 
its properties. The school board this 
week authorized a $239,700 annual 
expenditure. B1 


NATION 


Figures suggest flu shot 
only 36 percent effective 

The flu vaccine is doing a poor 
job protecting older Americans and 
others against the bug that’s caus¬ 
ing most illnesses. B5 



Rain came, but it didn’t 
stop Mardi Gras-goers 

Mardi Gras-goers didn’t let a little 
rain stop them during the annual 
event in downtown Decatur on 
Saturday. Photos, B6 


AREA DEATHS 


Boyd Butler, Hartselle 
Kathleen Curbow, Decatur 
Frank Finley, Decatur 
Ruth Garner, Falkville 
Clifford Martens, Falkville 
Johnny McCagren, Moulton 
Emogene Phillips, Decatur 
Kena Proctor, Trinity 
Nelva Reed, Tennessee 
Edward Sandlin, Athens 
Mike Winchester, Decatur 
Death notices, obits, B4 
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FORMER DECATUR REPRESENTATIVE 

Hammon sentenced to 3 months 


Former Rep. headed 
to prison for mail fraud 

By Mallory Moench 

The Associated Press 

MONTGOMERY - A federal 
judge sentenced former Alabama 
House Majority Leader Rep. 
Micky Hammon to three months 


in prison for 
felony mail 
fraud Thurs¬ 
day, rebuffing 
a prosecution 
recommen- 
dation for 
Hammon to 
spend no time behind bars. 

Hammon, a Republican from 
Decatur, pleaded guilty to using 


campaign funds for personal 
expenses in September 2017. 
Hammon was ordered to forfeit 
nearly $51,000 for reimburse¬ 
ment to victims who had donated 
to his campaign and could face 
being forced to forfeit more 
money. 

U.S. District Judge Myron 
Thompson said in sentencing 
Hammon that he wanted to send 


a message to other officials about 
the seriousness of the crime. 

“This is a man who served in 
the Legislature. People put their 
trust in him. They contributed 
to his campaign. He used those 
funds for personal gain. He 
abused their trust,” Thompson 
said. 

SEE HAMMON, A5 
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TENNESSEE VALLEY AUTHORITY 


ANIMAL CRUELTY 
TRIAL 


Trump proposal 
meets resistance 10 lcslil > 







Tennessee Valley Authority transmission lines and towers stretch into the distance at Lucas Ferry Road in Tanner. 

[JERONIMO NISA/DECATUR DAILY] 


Plan calls for selling utility’s power transmission lines 


By Eric Fleischauer 

Metro Editor 

A new member of the TVA 
board who is a Decatur resident 
nominated by President Donald 
Trump did not give high marks to 
a Trump administration proposal 
to privatize some TVA assets. 

The White House this week 
published, “Legislative outline 
for rebuilding infrastructure 
in America, ” part of a proposal 
to invest $200 billion into U.S. 
infrastructure. Some portions 


of the proposal are aimed at 
raising money, not spending it. 

“The Federal Government 
owns and operates certain 
infrastructure that would be 
more appropriately owned by 
State, local or private entities,” 
according to the document, 
and Congress should provide a 
framework for agencies to sell 
public assets. 

“Examples of assets for 
potential divestiture,” accord¬ 
ing to the document, “include 
... Tennessee Valley Authority 


transmission assets.” 

A Washington, D.C.-based 
economist who advocates for 
free markets praised Trump’s 
proposal, but it received a less- 
enthusiastic reception locally. 

James “Skip” Thompson, 
a former Decatur Utilities 
board member, was installed 
on the TVA board of direc¬ 
tors last month after the U.S. 
Senate approved his Sept. 21 
nomination. 

SEE PROPOSAL, A5 


SHERIFF’S REPORT: 

Suspect confessed to school attack 


By Terry Spencer, Kelli Kennedy 
and Tamara Lush 

The Associated Press 

PARKLAND, Fla. - The 
teenager accused of using a semi¬ 
automatic rifle to kill 17 people at 
a Florida high school confessed to 
carrying out one of the nation’s 
deadliest school shootings and 
concealing extra ammunition 
in his backpack, according to 
a sheriff’s department report 
released Thursday. 

Nikolas Cruz told investiga¬ 
tors that he shot students in the 
hallways and on the grounds of 
Marjory Stoneman Douglas High 
School in Parkland, north of 
Miami, the report from the Bro¬ 
ward County Sheriff’s Office said. 

SEE SUSPECT, A3 



Dylan O’Neill, 15, facing, hugs James Bolger, 16, both students from Marjory 
Stoneman Douglas High School, at the conclusion of a vigil Thursday at Park¬ 
land Baptist Church for the victims of the Wednesday shooting at the school in 
Parkland, Florida. Nikolas Cruz, a former student, was charged with 17 counts of 
premeditated murder Thursday. [Gerald herbert/the associated press] 


By Michael Wetzel 

Staff Writer 


MOULTON - Bobbie Tay¬ 
lor’s defense attorney argued 
Thursday after 
the state rested 
in a 15-count 
animal cruelty 
case that the 
charges should 
be dismissed 



Taylor 


because wit¬ 
nesses could not identify his 
client as the person commit¬ 
ting any crime. 

Lawrence County Circuit 
Judge Mark Craig denied Tony 
Hughes’ motion. The jury was 
not in the courtroom when the 
motion was made. 

Taylor’s contract as the 
county’s animal shelter direc¬ 
tor was terminated before June 
29,2015, when she was charged 
with 15 misdemeanor counts of 
animal cruelty. The charges 
mainly stem from neglect of 
the animals, according to state 
witnesses. 

After a public complaint was 
made, Moulton police visited 
the shelter at Taylor’s resi¬ 
dence on Lawrence County 170 
on June 24,2015, and executed 
a search warrant five days 
later. 

“Nobody saw Bobbie Taylor 
do anything in a cruel manner, ” 
Hughes said. “There’s no proof 
Bobbie Taylor had anything to 
do with the diseases (of the shel- 
ter’s animals). The jury would 
have to speculate on making a 
decision in this case. Not one 
time in this trial did a witness 
identify Bobbie Taylor. ” 

Taylor told the judge she 
would voluntarily give up her 
right to remain silent and tes¬ 
tify in the trial. She is expected 
to testify today. 

When asked if closing argu¬ 
ments might be this afternoon, 
Hughes said, “Probably not.” 

One of the state’s witnesses, 
Dr. Rachael Touroo, senior 
director of veterinary foren¬ 
sics for the American Society 
for the Prevention of Cruelty 
to Animals, said she was at the 
shelter July 6-10, 2015, and 
wrote a detailed report involv¬ 
ing more than 300 animals at 
the site. 

Hughes said the report was 
prejudicial to his client because 
Taylor only faces “15 charges 
not 316 dogs.... (Taylor) can’t 
get a fair trial if the jury sees 
this report on200 or 316 dogs.” 

After a 29-minute discus¬ 
sion, state prosecutor Callie 
Waldrep agreed to not submit 
the report as evidence. 


SEE TAYLOR, A5 
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2012 Forest RIV Salem 
Cruise Lite. 19.6’ with 
pop out. $8,500 

► Immaculate ◄ 

► New Tires^ 

256-227-8629 or 
256-227-4284 

ESS 

•Stamped • Stained 
Concrete • Driveways 
•Sidewalks •Patios + 

2017 Best of the Best!! 
256-309-9035 

^FREE ESTIMATES^- 




See More 
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GRANADA APTS. 
256-355-3865 

Housekeeping + 
Laundry Person 

NHC Healthcare 

300 Hospital Street 
Moulton, AL 35650 

256-974-1146 

Immediate Work 
AVAILABLE! 

Caregivers, CNAs 

Call 256-883-3080 

www. homeinstead. 
com/250home-care-iobs 








































































































